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As we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, we are reminded of one of our patrons, St. Paul, who was truly a missionary to 
the Gentiles and served the Lord as an instrument of the Light to the Nation- Jesus Christ. As we now move forward into the 
New Year it becomes our responsibility to take up the work of St. Paul who reached out to those who did not know the un-
conditional love and unbounded forgiveness of God. 
 
Jesus taught by word and deed what that means. St. Paul taught by word and deed what that means. We as a parish commu-
nity must teach my word and deed what that means. Translating word into deed is a challenging task and a risk. It is chal-
lenging in that it means that we allow God's love and forgiveness to shine through us, and it is a risk allowing ourselves to be 
an instrument of God's love. It demands a vulnerability and solidarity with all of God's people. 
 
 
As a community we gather in the name of Christ. It is in Christ name that we gather for mass; it is in Christ name that we 
reach out to the poor; it is in Christ name that we welcome the stranger and cloth the naked; visit those in prison; feed the 
hungry and give drink to those that are thirsty; it is in Christ name that we offer our lives in 
ministry and service within the community; it is in Christ name that we allow the generosity of God to flow through us and 
into the life of God's people. 
Being part of a Catholic community means “decentering ” ourselves and allowing Christ to become “The Center” of our mo-
tivation, intentions, and commitments. 
 
This past Advent and Christmas I have been overwhelmed at the generosity of the people toward those most in need. So 
many responded in so many ways; through the giving tree and gifts for those in need; food and clothing  
donations; gift certificates of food; opening our hearts to the children and their families ; greeting and welcoming our visitors 
and guests for our masses; reading the scriptures at mass;  
serving as Eucharistic ministers; giving of your musical and singing talent for our community liturgy;  
serving at mass; being  
catechists for the RCIA and for the parish school of religion; visiting the sick and the homebound; preparing meals for the  
families of those who have died; volunteering for the  
various activities; volunteering for the building and grounds projects; welcoming our neighbors. There are so many ways in 
which you truly translate the Word of God into the Deeds of God. 
 
I thank God for the gifts and talents that God has given to our people. Christ the Servant truly shows itself to be a community 
reflected in St. Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, “ I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind 
– just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthener among you – so that you are not  
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.” LGaetano 
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Bishop Barron on Scorsese’s “Silence” 
 

I have long been an ardent fan of Martin Scorsese’s 
films. Taxi Driver, Raging Bull, Goodfellas, The Aviator, 
Gangs of New York, The Last Waltz, Casino, etc. are 
among the defining movies of the last 40 years. And The 
Departed, Scorsese’s 2007 crime drama, was the subject 
matter of the first YouTube commentary that I ever did. It 
is certainly the case, furthermore, that the director’s       
Catholicism, however mitigated and conflicted, comes 
through in most of his work. His most recent offering, the 
much-anticipated Silence, based upon the Shusaku Endo 
novel of the same name, is a worthy addition to the Scorse-
se oeuvre. Like so many of his other films, it is marked by 
gorgeous cinematography, outstanding performances from 
both lead and supporting actors, a gripping narrative, and 
enough thematic complexity to keep you thinking for the 
foreseeable future. 

The story is set in mid-17th century Japan, where a fierce persecution of the Catholic faith is underway. To this dangerous 
country come two young Jesuit priests (played by Adam Driver and Andrew Garfield), spiritual descendants of St. Francis 
Xavier, sent to find Fr. Ferreira, their mentor and seminary professor who, rumor has it, had apostatized under torture and 
actually gone over to the other side. Immediately upon arriving onshore, they are met by a small group of Japanese Chris-
tians who had been maintaining their faith underground for many years. Due to the extreme danger, the young priests are 
forced into hiding during the day, but they are able to engage in clandestine ministry at night: baptizing, catechizing, con-
fessing, celebrating the Mass. In rather short order, however, the authorities get wind of their presence, and suspected Chris-
tians are rounded up and tortured in the hopes of luring the priests out into the open. The single most memorable scene in the 
film, at least for me, was the sea-side crucifixion of four of these courageous lay believers. Tied to crosses by the shore, they 
are, in the course of several days, buffeted by the incoming tide until they drown. Afterwards, their bodies are placed on 
pyres of straw and they are burned to ashes, appearing for all the world like holocausts offered to the Lord. 

In time, the priests are captured and subjected to a unique and terrible form of psychological torture. The film focuses on the 
struggles of Fr. Rodrigues. As Japanese Christians, men and women who had risked their lives to protect him, are tortured in 
his presence, he is invited to renounce his faith and thereby put an end to their torment. If only he would trample on a Chris-
tian image, even as a mere external sign, an empty formality, he would free his colleagues from their pain. A good warrior, 
he refuses.  Even when a Japanese Christian is beheaded, he doesn’t give in. Finally, and it is the most devastating scene in 
the movie, he is brought to Fr. Ferreira, the mentor whom he had been seeking since his arrival in Japan. All the rumors are 
true:  this former master of the Christian life, this Jesuit hero, has renounced his faith, taken a Japanese wife, and is living as 
a sort of philosopher under the protection of the state. Using a variety of arguments, the disgraced priest tries to convince his 
former student to give up the quest to evangelize Japan, which he characterized as a “swamp” where the seed of Christianity 
can never take root. 
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I wonder whether I might add a somewhat dissenting voice to the 

conversation? 

https://zenit.org/articles/author/rn-oh/
https://zenit.org/articles/category/cinema-and-theatre/
https://zenit.org/articles/bishop-barron-on-scorseses-silence/


 

 

Mass Intentions 
Tuesday January 10 
9:00 a.m. Julia Kam inski by Friend 
 
Wednesday January 11 
9:00 a.m. Living and Deceased members of Christ the 
Servant Parish           
 
Thursday January 12                                                       
9:00 a.m. Living and Deceased members of Christ the 
Servant   Parish  
          
Friday January 13                                                                     
9:00a.m Living and Deceased members of Christ the 
Servant   Parish           
 

Saturday January 14                                                         
4:30 p.m.  Margaret Haidet by Family 

Sunday January 15                                                                     
9:00 a.m. Steve Plottner & J Morgan Cox by Cox/Cutlip 
Family                                                                                
11:00 a.m. Vern DiCola by Family                                  
6:30 p.m. Steve & Joe Plottner by Lucinda Cutlip & Cox 
Family 

 

 

 

The next day, in the presence of Christians being horrifically tortured, hung upside down inside a pit filled with excrement, 
he is given the opportunity, once more, to step on a depiction of the face of Christ. At the height of his anguish, resisting 
from the depth of his heart, Rodrigues hears what he takes to be the voice of Jesus himself, finally breaking the divine si-
lence, telling him to trample on the image. When he does so, a cock crows in the distance. In the wake of his apostasy, he 
follows in the footsteps of Ferreira, becoming a ward of the state, a well-fed, well-provided for philosopher, regularly called 
upon to step on a Christian image and formally renounce his Christian faith. He takes a Japanese name and a Japanese wife 
and lives out many long years in Japan before his death at the age of 64 and his burial in a Buddhist ceremony. 

What in the world do we make of this strange and disturbing story? Like any great film or novel, Silence obviously resists a 
univocal or one-sided interpretation. In fact, almost all of the commentaries that I have read, especially from religious peo-
ple, emphasize how Silencebeautifully brings forward the complex, layered, ambiguous nature of faith. Fully acknowledging 
the profound psychological and spiritual truth of that claim, I wonder whether I might add a somewhat dissenting voice to 
the conversation? I would like to propose a comparison, altogether warranted by the instincts of a one-time soldier named 
Ignatius of Loyola, who founded the Jesuit order to which all the Silence missionaries belonged. Suppose a small team of 
highly-trained American special ops was smuggled behind enemy lines for a dangerous mission. Suppose furthermore that 
they were aided by loyal civilians on the ground, who were eventually captured and proved willing to die rather than betray 
the mission. Suppose finally that the troops themselves were eventually detained and, under torture, renounced their loyalty 
to the United States, joined their opponents and lived comfortable lives under the aegis of their former enemies. Would any-
one be eager to celebrate the layered complexity and rich ambiguity of their patriotism? Wouldn’t we see them rather 
straightforwardly as cowards and traitors? 

My worry is that all of the stress on complexity and multivalence and ambiguity is in service of the cultural elite today, 
which is not that different from the Japanese cultural elite depicted in the film. What I mean is that the secular establishment 
always prefers Christians who are vacillating, unsure, divided, and altogether eager to privatize their religion. And it is all 
too willing to dismiss passionately religious people as dangerous, violent, and let’s face it, not that bright. Revisit Ferreira’s 
speech to Rodrigues about the supposedly simplistic Christianity of the Japanese laity if you doubt me on this score. I won-
der whether Shusaku Endo (and perhaps Scorsese) was actually inviting us to look away from the priests and toward that 
wonderful group of courageous, pious, dedicated, long-suffering lay people who kept the Christian faith alive under the most 
inhospitable conditions imaginable and who, at the decisive moment, witnessed to Christ with their lives. Whereas the spe-
cially trained Ferreira and Rodrigues became paid lackeys of a tyrannical government, those simple folk remained a thorn in 
the side of the tyranny. 

I know, I know, Scorsese shows the corpse of Rodrigues inside his coffin clutching a small crucifix, which proves, I sup-
pose, that the priest remained in some sense Christian. But again, that’s just the kind of Christianity the regnant culture likes: 
utterly privatized, hidden away, harmless.  So okay, perhaps a half-cheer for Rodrigues, but a full-throated three cheers for 
the martyrs, crucified by the seaside. 

Liturgy 
“As Servants of Christ, through the various Liturgical Ministries, we offer our gifts to one  
another with the mutual kindness and respect, providing and enhancing opportunities for prayerful worship and 

celebration.”  Liturgy Pastoral Secretary: Chr is Thomas cftthomas1@att.net  
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Education 
“As servants of Christ, our mission is for the educational outreach of all through the development of mind, body 
and spirit.  Our ministry embraces the comprehensive     education and formation of  children, youth, and adults 
within our parish , including those  most underserved within our neighboring community.”  
Education Pastoral Secretary: Jean DeFazio  jdefazio@walsh.edu 

Social Concerns 
“As servants of Christ, we will strive to be the presence of Christ to our parish and the wider 
community, providing counsel, assistance, and hope as we live the Gospel of God through our 
practice of the Corporal Works of Mercy.  We offer our gifts with kindness and respect, enhanc-
ing opportunities for fellowship and mutual support, led by Christ’s example of hospitality, di-
versity and inclusiveness.” Social Concerns Pastoral Secretary: John Cihon                             
jcihon@mpwservices.com 
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 A big thank you to Barb Hostetler from Christ the Servant Parish and Cindy Reutter, owner of Rising Sun 
Holistic Spa who held a food collection for Hope Outreach in December. They collected 104 lbs. of food and 
$244 in monetary donations. It was perfect timing since they filled the gap when we didn't collect over the 
Christmas weekend. Hope Outreach was very grateful So kudos Barb and Cindy! And thank you to all of you 
for making the first year of our ministry such a success. I wish all of you a happy and healthy new year. Let's 
make 2017 even better! 
  

Teen Bowling Party                                                                                                                                                                      
January 14th from 9:15-11:30 PM at Hall of Fame Lanes 
          Cost: $20.00 includes pizza, pop, shoes, bowling. For more info contact 
                  acsarachman@gmail.com or mlynn.adamski@gmail.com 
                                    or call the parish office. 

Hats and Gloves for Hope Outreach 
Your Homeless Outreach/Hunger Ministry is now collecting hats and gloves for 
Hope Outreach. We will collect them in the grocery carts along with the food. 
Please keep this in mind as you shop. The weather is going to get brutally cold 
this coming weekend. We can never thank you as a parish enough! 
Homeless Outreach/Hunger Ministry Team 

I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday. Our collection numbers were a bit smaller this week but that was 
expected since we didn't collect over Christmas. We collected 288 lbs. of food and 42 lbs. of clothing. Our 
total was 330 lbs. Actually quite good considering holidays, etc. Thank you so much for supporting us with 
so many other things going on! 
 

Watercolor Reflections 
Watercolor Class for beginners and Beyond  
Inner journey through color 
Class begins Thursday January 26 thru March 2, 6:30pm-8pm 
Contact Hilda Sikora to register for class 330.451.9585 
hsikora3@gmail.com  
Fee for class is $40 

mailto:acsarachman@gmail.com
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General Parish and School   
Activities 50/50 

Every Monday a winner will be drawn the winner will 
be posted in the following weeks bulletin.  
 
Put a dollar in the envelope to  participate. The enve-
lopes are found in your  
Stewardship  Packets. 
 
-12/11/16 #245 was 
drawn and did not       
participate: would have 
won $112.50 
-12/18/16#62380 was 
drawn and did not        
participate: would have 
won $202.00 
-12/25/16 #50330 was drawn and did not participate: would 
have won $322.00 

Sponsor for the Week 
Shaheen Floor Gallery 
 

Parish Events for the Week Ahead 

Sunday January 8 

New Beginners Alcoholic Anonymous 
meeting in the Gathering Room  7:00-
8:00pm 

 

Monday January 9 

Knitting Guild 6:30-8:30pm Gathering 
Rm 

Parish Men’s Basketball 

7:00-9:00p.m. Gym 

 

Tuesday January 10                        
Seniors Group 2-4pm Gathering Rm. 
Garden Club 7-8pm Gathering Rm 
Parish Adult Volleyball 8-10p.m.  Gym 
 
Wednesday January 11 
Men’s Club 7-9pm Gathering Rm.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Parish Life 
Parish Life Pastoral Area Mission Statement 

As servants of Christ, through the various Parish Life ministries, we offer our gifts to one another 

with mutual kindness and respect, providing and enhancing diverse opportunities for fellowship,                  
mutual support and ministry to our Parish community, led by Christ’s example of hospitality and 
inclusiveness.” 

Parish Life Pastoral Secretary: Lynne Dragomier ldragom1@kent.edu 

 
 
 

Christ the Servant Parish Stewardship 
12/17/2016 & 12/18/2016 $10,181.00 
12/24/2016 & 12/25/2016 $12,571.00 
Immaculate Conception $1,686.00 
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