First Sunday of Advent

November 27, 2016

Advent: A Time of Renewal
The Gospel so often remembers the encounter of those who experienced God’s forgiveness in the person of Jesus.
Perhaps we can place ourselves in their particular situation; be it the lost son away from home, the woman with
seven husbands, the rich man in search of more, or the Roman soldier who wondered if his son would live. All of
these people were in search of the healing power of God’s love and some reconciliation with the community –
something that would give a renewed meaning to their lives.
Take for example those who were blind and deaf, the speechless and lame; each person a symbol of humanity’s
struggle for wholeness of body, mind, and spirit – salvation. Each represents a segment of humanity , blind to
the vision of God’s love for all creation; deaf to the sound of God in the voiceless mass of humanity; speechless
before the principalities and powers of discord that
rule the world; crippled and unable to walk this earth
with dignity and grace.
How often humanity finds itself disfigured by the reality of sin rather than reflecting the love and compassion, mercy and justice of the One in whose image we
are created. We distort our image and that of others
and strive to create a reflection that our culture imagines to be more genuine. Such false images are created
by the consumer-marketing and advertising “gods” of
our time and sold to people who are hungry for meaning and wholeness.
For the Church, each season of Grace serves as an appropriate time to turn from the false pretensions and distortions of our culture; to truly become a living presence of healing and wholeness within our families and community. In a word, we become Servants of Christ.
Advent is a time of renewal, a time of transformation, a time of conversion, and a time of new life – a time to recognize God’s unconditional love, and in turn enable others to encounter God through us – the Body of Christ.
LGaetano

 Feast of the Immaculate Conception December 8, 2016. Vigil
Mass 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday evening ; on Thursday at 9:00am,
which will be the children's Mass and for the parish; 11:30 a.m.
 Advent Penance Service on Wednesday December 14, 2016 at
7:00 p.m. This is a time of renewal and recommitment to BE
THE MISSION; allowing Chr ist the Ser vant to be bor n anew in
your life and become flesh in your daily thoughts, words, and actions – leaving behind all the baggage that keeps us from being the
mission of Christ in our acre of God’s world.
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Catholic Interracial Council Christmas Dinner and Concert
The Mission of the Catholic Interracial Council is to reflect the current racial and economic diversity within the Catholic
Church of Stark County. The CIC acknowledges the cultural differences that make us unique while embracing and our common heritage as Disciples and Followers of Christ. The goal of CIC is to make all people feel welcome as part of our
Church Family. The primary method of carrying out our mission is in sponsoring scholarships for Stark County youth,
whose families are seeking faith-based Catholic Education for their children. It is our sincere belief that the ethnic and racial
diversity of our school reflects the multi-faceted image of the human family.
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Liturgy
“As Servants of Christ, through the various Liturgical Ministries, we offer our gifts to one
another with the mutual kindness and respect, providing and enhancing opportunities for prayerful worship and
celebration.” Liturgy Pastoral Secretary: Chr is Thomas cftthomas1@att.net
Mass Intentions
Tuesday November 29
9:00 a.m. Joseph Discipio by a Friend
Wednesday November 30
9:00 a.m. Principal, Faculty, Staff & Students of Our
Lady of Peace School

Thursday December 1
Living and deceased members of Christ the Servant
Parish
Friday December 2
Living and deceased members of Christ the Servant
Parish
Saturday December 3
4:30 p.m. Anne & Mike Panella by Family

Sunday December 4
9:00 a.m Sam Clara & Jonathan Purses by Purses Family
11:00 a.m. Del Alessandrini by Family
Jack & Donna Pye by Lisa Sicker
6:30 p.m. Joe Plottner by Plottner and Lucinda Cutlip
Family

Readings
First Reading: IS 2:1-5
Second Reading: ROM 13: 11-14
Gospel: MT 24: 37-44

Parish Life
Parish Life Pastoral Area Mission Statement
As servants of Christ, through the various Parish Life ministries, we offer our gifts to one
with mutual kindness and respect, providing and enhancing diverse opportunities for felmutual support and ministry to our Parish community, led by Christ’s example of hospiinclusiveness.”
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Parish Life Pastoral Secretary: Lynne Dragomier ldragom1@kent.edu

General Parish and School
Activities 50/50

Every Monday a winner will be drawn the winner will
be posted in the following
weeks bulletin.
Put a dollar in the envelope to
participate. The envelopes are
found in your
Stewardship Packets.
-11/06/2016 #249 was drawn and won $354.50 and donated
back $54.00. Thank you and congratulations!

Christ the Servant Parish Stewardship
11/19/2016 & 11/20/2016
Will be published next week due to the
holiday schedule

Sponsor for the Week
Mark A. Rojek CPA
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Homebound Eucharistic Ministry
The parish is in need of Eucharistic Ministers who are willing
to take the Eucharist to the homebound. If you would like to
become a volunteer to visit our parish nursing homes
Bethany, Stone Crossing and Canton Christian Home) or the
hospitals, please call the parish office at 330.492.0757 or
Rosemarie 330.492.0716.
If you are or know of someone who is homebound ,
hospitalized or in a nursing home and would like someone to
bring the Eucharist or visit with once in a while, please call
330-492-0757.

Parish Events for the Week Ahead
Sunday November 27
New Beginners Alcoholic Anonymous
meeting in the Gathering Room 7:008:00pm

Hospital and Prolonged Illness Prayer List

Monday November 28

Our Hospital and Prolonged Illness List is extremely
important. We have implemented a prayer book in the
church for names to be added by parishioners. Thank you.
Christmas Party
The Ladies Guild and Senior Group are planning a Christmas Party to be
held December
19th. We will
have good food,
good entertainment and bingo all
for $15 per person. Save the date
and call for a reservation. Joan
Scarfone
330.493.4065
Jane Wheeler
330.493.0345.
All are invited!

Parish Men’s Basketball
7:00-9:00p.m. Gym
Tuesday November 29
Parish Adult Volleyball 8-10p.m. Gym
Wednesday November 30
Bible Study Gathering Room 10am

Education
“As servants of Christ, our mission is for the educational outreach of all through the development of mind, body
and spirit. Our ministry embraces the comprehensive education and formation of children, youth, and adults
within our parish , including those most underserved within our neighboring community.”
Education Pastoral Secretary: Jean DeFazio jdefazio@walsh.edu
Jonathan Sams, one of our parishioner students, at Glen Oak High School is seeking Patron Support from any parishioner who would like to assist Jonathan in his participation in the School
Chapter of the National Speech and Debate Association Forensic League. If anyone would like to
help Jonathan please call the parish office. Jonathan attends Mass on Sunday, and is a High School
Altar Server. Patron amounts are: $5, 15.00, 25.00, 50.00 and 100.00.

