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to encourage the Christion faithful to embark upon o new chapter of
evangelization marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s
Jjourney in years to COME. [Pope Francis —The Joy of the Gospel #1)

In The loy of the Gospel, Pope Frandis writes: “l dream of a ‘missionary option’, that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming
everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channeled
for the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation”. (EG #27)

Pope Francis immediately follows this statement with a discussion about the role of the parish community, when he states: “In all its
activities the parish encourages and trains its members to be evangelizers. It is a community of communities, a sanctuary where the
thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, and a center of constant missionary outreach. We must admit, though, that the call
to review and renew our parishes has not yet sufficed to bring them nearer to people, to make them environments of living
communion and participation, and to make them completely mission-oriented”. (EG #28)

As such, Bishop David Bonnar, in his first Pastoral Letter — Testify to the Light, has stated: “Itis my dream that
parishes will form small groups for people to share their faith and support one another as they become
disciples. These small groups can be tailored to accommodate people’s schedules and be made up of men,
women, married couples and single individuals. By coming together in a small venue, individuals can share
their faith and encounter Jesus through the Gospel and in other ways enabling them to go forth and proclaim
the Gospel. Small groups are a powerful way to accompany one another as pilerims on the journey”.
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Parish Based Small Faith-Sharing Groups
In forming small groups within our parishes, members of the parish community are invited to share their faith with one another as they
grow in their discipleship. As members of the family of God, by coming together in the small group setting of 6 - 12 people, you have
an opportunity to create long-lasting, genuine relationships with people who share your faith and want to be a part of your life.
Together, you can share and live out the joy of the gospel through fellowship, prayer and worship, while growing in your Catholic faith.
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How does a Small Group work?
Small Group: A proup of &-12 people who gather together to socialize, pray, study, discuss, and grow in the Cathelic faith.

Meeting Location and When You Meet: The initial meetings would meet on your parish campus, but depending on the makeup of the group, may
seek to meet in another location. This is at the discretion of the group members. You may choose to meet in a home or elsewhere (i.e. a coffee
shop, restaurant with a private room/farea). Groups often rotate meeting at each other's homes. |t is encouraged that you meet once a week or
every other week to study the chosen materials, but at least once a month.

Coordinator / Focilitator: A Small Group Facilitator facilitates the group meetings. The facilitator commits to knowing the material in advance, being
prepared to facilitate the group discussion, and arranging for opening/closing prayer. They serve to encourage participation and faith sharing and
create an atmosphere of hospitality and trust among all the participants. The Small Group Facilitator is not a theologian and is not a counselor.
Additional assistance can be provided by the Office of Missionary Discipleship and the Office of Religious Education.

Program Materigls: You may choose study materials from a variety of topics available through the Diocese of Youngstown Media Library (seasonal
materials are always highlizhted via the Diocesan Office of Religious Education). Topics may include scripture and faith-based studies, prayer,
seasons of the Church, and areas of special interest.

Why should | consider joining a Small Group?

Unigue Mission: Small groups can help you discern and live out the unique mission God has given to you
on this earth. They help you to share the joy of the gospel with others in your life.

Community / Relationship: Small groups build our sense of community and help us to belong to the family _] O | N A
of God at the parish. Small groups are an opportunity to create deep and lasting relationships with people

whio will share times of joy in your life, a5 well as encourage and help you in times of difficulty.
Faith: 3mall groups help you to know, love, and serve the Lord through prayer, generosity and evangeliza-
tion. They help you to build your faith and strengthen your friendship with Christ and the Catholic Church.

Relevance: Small groups are flexible and can select materials geared to members’ interests and needs. GRO UP
They help you to receive God's grace in your daily life.

The Next Step!

Please take some time to prayerfully reflect on the importance of jeining a small group
and then gpntod vour parish office for more information about the small group opportunities at your parish.

Missionary Disciples occompany Missionary Disciples! gs#im)
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Mass I ntentions
Friday, December 10
Tuesday, December 7 9 AMNancy Cantrel/l by Kei't
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Servant Pari sh
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9 AMIi chael Schen by MarSgempAsloenxsonshk
Mary Jane Wheeler by Su@dnBat Mae Novak by Roche|l |

Pari sh
Parish Life
As servants of Christ,
ki ndness and respect,

to our Pari sh commeaxaimn
Secretary: rkingsbury@

Upcomi ng Masses

M Tuesday, December 7 at 7pm: Vigil Mass f
T Wednesday, December 8 at 12pm: Mass for
Community Advent Reconciliation Tuesd
This is a time of renewal andatéowmmpgt @@ni st c
be born anew in your | ife and beconid efalvesnhg ibr
all the baggage that keeps wus fraosn wernindg. t he
Christmas Masses

Friday, DeQhermbsetrma2s4 :Eve Masses at 4pm
Saturday, D&hcreinsbtemas25Day 10am. NO EVI
Sunday DeckReampwrlrar26Sunday Mass ti mes
Small Group Discussion: Secohd Bwad
A voice of one cadAysi mmge duwto ki nt ot hleo hche stehret Bap't
journey, we discover that we are called to |
prepare the way for the Lord, and invitewWRth:
to reflect on your desretojoin wi t h
joining a small faith sharing group heJIvpB8t ¢
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ADVENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION
FORMED

Diving into the beauty of the Faith has never been easier: at home,

on the go, or from any internet connected device.

Discover thousands of books, audio talks, movies, documentaries, and studies... there is
something for every member of the family to help them grow closer to Christ and His Church.
FORMED is free for all Christ the Servant parishioners - and signing up is EASY!

1. Navigate your browser to: https://formed.ora/sianup

2. Search "Christ the Servant Canton” in the box on the webpage.

3. Select our parish from the dropdown menu.

4, Enter your name/email.

5. Formed will send you an email, click the link found in the email. DONE!
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ADVENT — Rethinking the Season

Advent is an odd season. Unlike most other seasons, it's a season that isnt about itself, but is
instead about preparing for Christmas. But that reality often gets lost in the shuffle and stress of
trying to find all the right gifts, decorations, and dinner ingredients. In this Lighthouse Talk audio
on FORMED, Dr. Tim Gray uses storytelling and the readings of the Old Testament to explain that
we need to live the ‘pre-season’ of Advent well, so we can be prepared to welcome and receive the
greatest gift God the Father wants to give us at Chrlstmas His Son, Jesus

ADVENT

"It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas," or, at least that's the assumption based on that
familiar holiday song. But what does that look like at your house? Most of us anticipate the great
sales at the mall on the day after Thanksgiving, string lights on the outside of our house, and
decorating the inside of our homes. But how exactly are we preparing our hearts for the greatest
gift we've ever been given? Through an exploration of the mystery of the Incarnation, the Virgin
Birth, and the events surrounding the arrival of Jesus, this Advent study offers an opportunity to
experience the joy of the true meaning of Christmas

https://watch.formed.ora/advent-1

Advent Through the Centuries
https://watch.formed.org/videos/advent-through-the-centuries-by-dr-bronwen-mecshea

Daily Reflections and Enrichment for Advent

This Advent season, walk with Dr. Tim Gray on a journey of renewal to ready your heart for the
coming of Christ. Each day of Advent, Dr. Gray will unpack the meaning of this season and its rich
traditions, as well as offer practical advice for making this Advent your best yet.
https://watch.formed.org/advent-reflections-preparing-for-the-birth-of-our-savior-with-tim-gray

Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage

Adventus: A Spiritual Pilgrimage to everyone this Advent and Christmas Season. In light of the
separation we face as communities, this special documentary allows Catholics all around the world
to unite and make a spiritual pilgrimage to the Holy Land to see the places associated with Christ’s
Birth.

https://watch.formed.org/videos/adventus
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Soci al Conce
servants of Christ, we wil/l
counsel, assistance, hope as we
fer our gifts with kindness and r espg
ebxya nCphire saf hospit al DSpp di v€osickeynan
j chon@mpwser vi ces . ceofng @srb cTgel roebsaal . Go
Reli gious Retirement Fund
Thank you for ipwosiuppgpenienrgo s hdé sye who hav
others. These elderly Catholic sisters,ed-ro
ucating the young, comforting the sick, and ministering to the lessfortunate. A s i st @@u rwr |
prayers belong most of all to the generous

si stanceTmhamsksiyoduwe .f or <su pReotritriennge nlta si& o wle esiko i

or by givwww. doaVi eeygatedr ¢dloi die@ausn. hrogqv your
l'y sisters, brothers$f §od haliegnonuds ysettid gr v
you can gwwe. dolioegat
LOCATI ON CHANGE:

Project RacheIAS of Nov 20, we wi | |
Give ThanksMémoecy !Gol °W£ﬁﬂ§pto'JPdef the p:
Forgive and Heal aft W b%?ﬁ“%%l%%%@'
For CONFIDENTI AL hel ”[ xS[ aoflkhca\lgq P 1§ %&'c
Rachel of Nor 36@480 "&ni! Fh Kk you.
go to https.//Iwopeafﬁ%%aQﬂﬂ&ﬂ(ﬂ%%e%uw$%%%%

Team.

Giving Tree Gifts WE
Thank you to all who have taken et hg G
this program benefits OLOP stude fic [Ch
Angel Tree :

Al |l wiilflt sneed tﬁobeyreDac@imetesbycS'. ,

pl aced under the tree, or in the clhu
Some parishioners may wish to | anc
should be placed in an envelope Tr
|l ection box or dropped off at t cl e

Thank you for all your generosity!
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