
 

 

Prepare the way of the Lord | Why go to Confession? 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation (Penance) is more than a pious devotion that we pick or choose 
to participate in occasionally. The Sacrament is an opportunity to encounter Christ ï the one who 
risked his life ï literally ï for the sinner, the lost one, the one who could not forgive and the one 
who believed that they could not be forgiven.   

    

Is Forgiveness Important? The most difficult challenge we have in life is the ability to forgive 
and to be forgiven.  Countless examples are around us of people who live without forgiveness.   
Families and friends are torn apart because we canôt forgive.  Bitterness ï Hostility ï Grudges 
that we carry with us for years and years; never letting the anger, never letting go of the hurt. 
Meet an angry person and you will meet a person who has been hurt. 
 
Letting go of that hurt is not something that we are able to do easily. So often we carry our hurt 
within us ï unleashing it on others in anger. Think of the people Jesus met ï the woman caught 
in adultery ï there were people who wanted to stone her. Think of the prodigal son who left 
home (maybe today the prodigal is the son or daughter on drugs, the street kid, and the lost one), 
the ñgoodò son was angry. In each case - forgiveness received and forgiveness offered - was the 
key for all the players. Jesus teaches us to let go of our fears and let the Lord reach out to us in 
healing.  

 In Christ, 
 Msgr. Lew Gaetano 

 
 
 

Monsignorôs Corner  
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Sacrament of Reconciliation -  
Communal Penance Service 
Tuesday, December 14 

7:00 PM 



 

 

Immaculate Conception  
 
Together we celebrate the Immaculate Conception 
of Mary ï her conception in the womb of her moth-
er Anne.   For our parish community here at Christ 
the Servant at Our Lady of Peace, our Blessed 
Mother is as the Second Vatican Council reminded 
us, the model for our lives as Christians.  For our 
young people, our Catholic faith needs to be observable and demonstrable.  If they 
look at Mary of Nazareth at the time of the Annunciation, they will find someone 
close to their age.  They will find someone who is attentive to the Word of God in 
her life, hears it, and courageously accepts the mission entrusted to her.   In the Vir-
gin of the Magnificat they will discover the boundless joy of a young person in soli-
darity with the poor and the helpless.  The Woman of Cana will be their model and 
companion at all the joyful moments of their lives; while at Calvary she will show 
them what it means to be a person of faith in the darkest hours of human existencÅȢ   
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Please join us for coffee and donuts, next weekend,   
December 12, 2021 after the 9am mass. Catch up with 
your friends while enjoying coffee and donuts. 



 

 

Liturgy 
ñAs Servants of Christ, through the various Liturgical Ministries, we offer our gifts to one  
another with the mutual kindness and respect, providing and enhancing opportunities for prayerful worship and 

celebration.ò  Liturgy Pastoral Secretary: PJ Chavez pchavez@walsh.edu ƻǊ Mike Reed 
 mreed@christtheservantparish.org   
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In response to the priorities outlined in   
Bishop David J. Bonnarôs pastoral letter,  
Testify to the Light, Christ the Servant Par-
ish is joining with other parishes through-
out the Diocese of Youngstown in perform-
ing a community needs assessment. Bishop 
Bonnar states, ñWe cannot be a church that 
exists solely for ourselves.  We need to be a Servant Church that reaches 
out to the poor, homeless, imprisoned, sick, lonely, and  
forgotten, keeping in mind that whatever we do for the least of our  
brothers or sisters we do to Jesus.ò   
From this needs assessment, our parish will develop a maximum of three 
(3) parish priority needs/concerns.  These identified needs/concerns will 
be presented at a deanery meeting with other parishes in our region.  Pas-
tors and parish representatives will then identify 3-5 priorities for action. 
 
The purpose of this DEANERY NEEDS ASSESSMENT is to identify 
critical services needs that we can address as a parish or deanery in col-
laboration with Catholic Charities or other organizations/groups, and to 
provide meaningful opportunities for Catholic parishioners to engage in 
service to those in need in the community. 
Performing this needs assessment is our local parish response to Bishop 
Bonnarôs challenge to ñtestify to the light.ò 
 
The survey is found at: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/stk-cnty 

Or use the app on your camera to scan the QR code: 
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Mass Intentions 
 
Tuesday, December 7 
9AM ïLiving and Deceased members of Christ the 
Servant Parish 
7 PM ï  FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION 
 
Wednesday, December 8 **OLOP students only ** 
10AM  ï  Mary Lou Winters by Donald Rothrouff Jr. 
12PM ï FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEP-
TION (Open to Parish) 
 
Thursday, December 9 
9 AM ï  Michael Schen by Marge Alexsonshk 
Mary Jane Wheeler by Sue Butt 

 
Friday, December 10 
9 AM ï  Nancy Cantrell by Keith and Beverly Darrah 
Albert Rose by Family 
 
Saturday, December 11 
4:30 PM ï  Virginia Lanzi by Robert Lanzi 
David Hussar by Dolly Hussar 
 
Sunday, December 12 
9AM ï  Rinaldo Aquino by Rose Aquino 
Ernie and Jean Buonocore by Family 
 
11 AM ï Howard Simpson by Mary Faigley and John 
Simpson 
Anna Mae Novak by Rochelle Milnac 

Parish Life 
Parish Life Pastoral Area Mission Statement 

As servants of Christ, through the various Parish Life ministries, we offer our gifts to one another with mutual 

kindness and respect, providing and enhancing diverse opportunities for fellowship, mutual support and ministry 
to our Parish community, led by Christôs example of hospitality and inclusiveness.ò  Parish Life Pastoral  
Secretary: rkingsbury@christtheservantparish.org. 
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Small Group Discussion: Second Sunday of Advent (December 4-5, 2021) 
 
ñA voice of one crying out in the desertò As we look to John the Baptizer in our Advent 

journey, we discover that we are called to join that voice, crying out in faith, words that 

prepare the way for the Lord, and invite others to do the same. Take some time this week 

to reflect on your desire to join with a few others in sharing and proclaiming your faith by 
joining a small faith sharing group here at our parish. 

 

Upcoming Masses and Events 

 
¶ Tuesday, December 7 at 7pm: Vigil Mass for  the Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
¶ Wednesday, December 8 at 12pm: Mass for the  Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
 

Community Advent Reconciliation Tuesday December 14, 2021 at 7 PM.  
This is a time of renewal and recommitment to BE THE MISSION; allowing Christ the Servant to 
be born anew in your life and become flesh in your daily thoughts, words, and actions ï leaving behind 
all the baggage that keeps us from being the mission of Christ in our acre of Godôs world.  
 

Christmas Masses 
Friday, December 24: Christmas Eve Masses at 4pm and 8pm in church. 
Saturday, December 25: Christmas Day 10am. NO EVENING MASS 
Sunday December 26: Regular Sunday Mass times (9am and 11am) 
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One Solitary Life 
 

Here is a man who was born in an obscure village,  
the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another village. 
 He worked in a carpenter shop until He was thirty.  
Then for three years He was an itinerant preacher. 
 
He never owned a home. He never wrote a book.  
He never held an office. He never had a family.  
He never went to college.  
He never put His foot inside a big city.  
He never traveled two hundred miles from the place  
He was born.  
He never did one of the things that usually accompany greatness.  
He had no credentials but Himself... 
 
While still a young man, the tide of popular opinion turned against him.  
His friends ran away.  
One of them denied Him. 
He was turned over to His enemies. 
He went through the mockery of a trial.  
He was nailed upon a cross between two thieves.  
While He was dying His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth ï 
His coat.  
When He was dead, He was laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. 
 
Centuries have come and gone, and today  
He is a centerpiece of the human race and  
leader of the column of progress. 
 
I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that 
were ever built; all the parliaments that ever sat and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, 
have not affected the life of people upon this earth as powerfully as has that one solitary life  
Dr. Francis Allin 
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LOCATION CHANGE:  
 

As of  Nov 20, we will be collecting our food 
donations under the portico at the entrance to 
the  Gathering Room. This will be safer for  
donors and  volunteers during the winter 
months. Thank you. 
 
-The Homeless Outreach & Hunger Ministry 
Team. 

Project Rachel  

Give Thanks for Godôs Mercy! He wants to 
Forgive and Heal after an abortion experience. 
For CONFIDENTIAL help text or call Project 
Rachel of Northeast Ohio at 330-360-0430 or 
go to https://hopeafterabortionneo.weebly.com/ 

Religious Retirement Fund Appeal:  
 

Thank you for your generosity in supporting those who have offered their lives in service to 

others. These elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and  religious order priests have spent their lives ed-
ucating the young, comforting the sick, and ministering to the less fortunate. A sister writes, ñOur 

prayers belong most of all to the generous benefactors whose donations have made this financial as-

sistance possible.ò Thank you for supporting last weekôs Retirement Fund for Religious collection, 

or by giving online at www.doy.org. Visit retiredreligious.org to learn how your gift supports elder-

ly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. If you have not yet given, and still wish to donate, 

you can give online at www.doy.org 

Social Concerns 
ñAs servants of Christ, we will strive to be the presence of Christ to our parish and the wider community,    
providing counsel, assistance, and hope as we live the Gospel of God through our practice of the Corporal Works 
of Mercy.  We offer our gifts with kindness and respect, enhancing opportunities for fellowship and mutual sup-
port, led by Christôs example of hospitality, diversity and inclusiveness.ò  Social Concerns Pastoral Secretary: 
John Cihon  jchon@mpwservices.com or Teresa Golden McClelland teresa-efg@sbcglobal.net  

Giving Tree Gifts Due THIS WEEKEND 
 
Thank you to all who have taken a tag from the Giving Tree. As a reminder, 
this program benefits OLOP students, Catholic Charities, Family Court and 
Angel Tree.  
 
All gifts will need to be returned by Today, December 5th. Gifts can be 
placed under the tree, or in the back of the church.  
Some parishioners may wish to just make a financial donation. Donations 
should be placed in an envelope marked Giving Tree and placed in the col-
lection box or dropped off at the parish office 
 
Thank you for all your generosity!  

http://www.doy.org/
http://retiredreligious.org/
http://www.doy.org/
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Sponsor of the week: 
 Benjamin Edwards and Co. 
Thomas J. Addessi, AAMS 
 

11/21/2021 $11,741.04 
11/28/2021 $11,118.34 

 
For stewardship or any other donations to 
the parish or school, please make checks pay-

able to Christ the Servant Parish. 
Thank you. 


