The Epiphany of the Lord

January 7, 2018

Beloved of God
As we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany – the manifestation of the Lord to those who were yet to be evangelized. On the
Epiphany we are reminded that two of our parish patrons, Our Blessed Mother – Our Lady of Peace, and St. Paul – the missionary to the Gentiles; both were servants and instruments of our Lord Jesus Christ. It was our Blessed Mother who said “I
am the handmaid of the Lord”– or another way of saying “I am a
servant of the Lord.”
And St. Paul in his letter to the Philippians reminds us that “Jesus
emptied himself becoming a Servant”; a role Paul undertook in his
imitation of Christ.

As we now move forward into the New Year of 2018 it is the time to
renew our commitment in becoming Servants, reaching out to those
who do not know the unconditional love and unbounded forgiveness
of God.
Jesus taught by word and deed what that means. Our Blessed Mother taught by word and deed what that means. St. Paul
taught by word and deed what that means.
We as a parish community must teach by word and deed what that means. Translating word into deed is a challenging task
and a risk. It is challenging in that it means that we allow God's love and forgiveness to shine through us, and it is very risky
in allowing ourselves to become instruments of God's love. It demands a vulnerability and solidarity with all of God's people.
As a community we gather in the name of Christ. It is in Christ ‘s name that
we gather for mass; it is in Christ ‘s name that we reach out to the poor; it is
in Christ’s name that we welcome the stranger and cloth the naked; visit
those in prison; feed the hungry and give drink to those that are thirsty; it is
in Christ’s name that we offer our lives in ministry and service within the
community; it is in Christ’s name that we allow the generosity of God to
flow through us and into the life of God's people.
Being part of a Catholic community means “decentering” ourselves and allowing Christ to become the center of our motivation, intentions, and commitments.
This past Advent and Christmas I have been overwhelmed at the generosity of the people toward those most in need. So
many responded in so many ways; through the giving tree and gifts for those in need; food and clothing donations; gift certificates of food; opening our hearts to the children and their families ; greeting and welcoming our visitors and guests for
our masses; reading the scriptures at mass; serving as Eucharistic ministers; giving of your musical and singing talent for our
community liturgy; serving at mass; being catechists for the RCIA and for the parish school of religion; visiting the sick and
the homebound; preparing meals for the families of those who have died; volunteering for the various activities; volunteering
for a variety of building and grounds projects; welcoming our neighbors. There are so many ways in which you truly translate the Word of God into the Deeds of God.
I thank God for the gifts and talents that God has given to our people. Christ the Servant truly shows itself to be a community
reflecting our Blessed Mother and St. Paul. Thanks for all you are and all you do for Christ the Servant.
LGaetano.
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Social Concerns
“As servants of Christ, we will strive to be the presence of Christ to our parish and the wider community,
providing counsel, assistance, and hope as we live the Gospel of God through our practice of the Corporal
Works of Mercy. We offer our gifts with kindness and respect, enhancing opportunities for fellowship and
mutual support, led by Christ’s example of hospitality, diversity and inclusiveness.” Social Concerns Pastoral
Secretary: John Cihon jchon@mpwservices.com or Teresa Golden McClelland teresa-efg@sbcglobal.net
A special thanks to Ralph Norton for all the graphic and layout work on our new “Welcome to Our Parish Community” brochure. This brochure was inserted in all the books that were handed out during Christmas.
We collected 242 lbs. of food, 45 lbs. of clothing and 15 lbs. of toiletries. Our grand total was 302 lbs. Catholic Charities
will be very grateful
The Homeless Outreach/Hunger Ministry is collecting socks, hats and gloves for Hope Outreach. There is a big need for
these items this time of year especially with our freezing temperatures. If you able to bring a food item and another item we
would be very grateful. Thank you for your support.
The Homeless Outreach/Hunger Ministry Team

Parish Life
Parish Life Pastoral Area Mission Statement
As servants of Christ, through the various Parish Life ministries, we offer our gifts to one another with mutual
kindness and respect, providing and enhancing diverse opportunities for fellowship, mutual support and ministry
to our Parish community, led by Christ’s example of hospitality and inclusiveness.” Parish Life Pastoral Secretary: Andrew Sarachman acsarachman@christtheservantparish.org
“White Mass” for all Health Professionals Including Mental
Health Workers
The Annual White Mass – celebrating and recognizing the ministry and work of those in the
health professions – will be held on Saturday, February 17, 2018
at 4:00 PM at the Cathedral of St. Columba located at 154 W.
Wood St. in Youngstown. Bishop George V. Murry, S.J., will
preside. A reception will follow in the Cathedral Hall. All are
welcome. For more information
call 330-744-8451 ext.272 or contact
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org.

Nine Days of Prayer, Penance and Pilgrimage
On January 22 our nation remembers the infamous 1973 Supreme
Court decisions Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. Since then more
than 55 million children’s lives have been lost to abortion, while
the lives of their parents have been shattered. Each year the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops call for “Nine Days of
Prayer, Penance and Pilgrimage” taking place this year from January 18 until 26. More information may be found at
www.9daysforlife.com.
Defend the Unborn! Join the March for Life on January 19,
2018
Buses are being organized in various locations throughout the
Diocese of Youngstown to take pilgrims to the annual March for
Life in Washington, D.C. To find a bus near you contact the Office of Pro-Life, Marriage and Family Life at
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org or 330-744- 8451, ext.272.

Bible Study
There will be no Bible Study on Wednesday December 27.
We will meet January 3, 10 & 17.
There will not be bible study starting January 24th until the
beginning of March. We will be studying the book of Revelation during Lent.

Two Masses for Life Scheduled this January 2018
Join Bishop George V. Murry, S. J. to pray for a greater
respect for all human life at every stage of its existence at
the diocesan Masses for Life on:
Saturday, January 13 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Paul Parish,
North Canton (241 S. Main St. )
Sunday, January 21 at 4:00 p.m. at Columba Cathedral (154 W. Wood St., Youngstown)
All expectant mothers, fathers and families in attendance
will be invited to receive a blessing for their unborn children. In addition, there will be a blessing of pilgrims attending the March for Life in Washington, D.C. Each
Mass for Life will be followed by a Reception including
an “Expo” of Respect Life Information. All are welcome
- no reservations needed - donations accepted. For more
information contact dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org or
330-744-8451.
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March for Life Event at Walsh University
Walsh University will host a March for Life Event on January 17, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in the David Center. Kick off
the March for Life with this Free event featuring local
speakers, who will speak on life issues. After the talks, there
will be a blessing send -off for all those going to the March
for Life. Walsh University is located at 2020 East Maple St.
North Canton; 44720 All are invited. Refreshments will be
served – For more reservations or information, please call
Molly at 330-490-7581, or email mromano@walsh.edu

Ladies Guild does not meet in Jan. and Feb.
Meetings resume in March 19th - (3rd Mon at 1:00 pm)
Knitting Guild meets first Tues. at 6:30 pm in the Gathering
Room.

Please join us for Coffee and
donuts, next weekend
January 14, 2018

Dear Beloved of God,
I want to express my thanks to the Catholic Interracial Council for the sponsoring the CIC Christmas Concert on December 15. What an exceptional evening with PJ Chavez and Friends. Also,
want to thank Walsh University Ministries for providing the food for the dinner that evening. We
had over 300 dinners served. I also thank the CIC for continuing to provide CIC Scholarships
for our children here at Our Lady of Peace.
The commitment of the CIC is outstanding in the care shown for the needs of our parishioners
who choose Our Lady of Peace for their school of choice. Please keep the members of the CIC in
your prayer – continuing to grace their lives with the love and care that they show for so many.
Msgr. Lew Gaetano

LIFE ISSUES FORUM
Living Out Christmas in the New Year

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 29, 2017

Anne McGuire
How do we live out the message of Christmas in the New Year, rather than pack it away with the ornaments?
Each year the Octave Day of Christmas falls on the first day of the New Year, on which we also celebrate the Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God.

Her open heart and courageous "yes" to God show us how to live year-round-with hearts open to the Lord, following where He leads. We are called to place our trust in Him, to enter compassionately into the suffering of others,
and to love one another as Christ loves us. Like Our Blessed Mother welcomed Jesus, we are called to cherish and
protect the gift of human life, at every stage and in every circumstance.
One way to live out the message of Christmas and follow Our Lady's example is to join 9 Days for Life, a digital
pilgrimage of prayer and charitable action.
The U.S. Catholic bishops invite you to join thousands of Catholics nationwide from Thursday, January 18 - Friday, January 26.
Join today at www.9daysforlife.com!

Christ the Servant Parish

Canton, OH

Dear Christ the Servant Parishioners,
The Our Lady of Peace School annual fundraiser - Winterfest 2018 - Dinner & Raffle will be held on January 13, 2018,
in Alumni Hall. Cocktail Hour at 5:30pm and Dinner at 6:30pm. With your help, this year's event will be our best!
Here are some ways you can participate in the Winterfest Event.
Dinner and $300.00 Cash Prize tickets: Please turn in your reservation form for our dinner and the $300.00 Cash
Prize. If you are unable to attend the event you may purchase a ticket which will be entered in the drawing for our
$300 cash prize. Tables will be reserved for anyone purchasing eight (8) or more tickets
together.
Grand Prize of $1000.00 Please turn in your five (5) tickets @ $10.00 per ticket which will enter you into the
$1000.00 Grand Prize Drawing (winner need not be present). Please return the ticket stubs to the school or parish
office / or in a separate envelope in the collection basket on the weekend.
Themed Table Raffles: This year we will feature a variety of themed tables. Guests may enter the raffle to win the
entire contents of one table! Each table theme is listed below.
Indians, Cavs, &
Browns
Date Night

Summer Fun
Family Fun

Ohio State Buckeyes
Electronics

Health and Fitness

Downtown Canton

Italian Dinner

Valentine’s Day

Donated Items: If you would like to contribute an item toward a table theme, your tax-deductible donation will
gratefully be accepted at the school or parish office. On the back you will find a form for your tax purposes. The Winterfest planning committee solicits many businesses for donations, so please contact a committee member before soliciting a business, to avoid duplicate contact.
Cash Donation: We make every effort to be fiscally responsible when planning our events. Your cash donation to
help offset costs, will be graciously welcomed.
The students, staff, and families of Our Lady of Peace School thank you for your continued support of our efforts. If
you have any questions, please feel free to contact a committee member listed below.
Sincerely,
OLOP Winterfest Planning Committee
Colette Hunter, Co-Chair (330-492-0622)
Rachel Joy, Co-Chair (330-232-6373)
Ashley VanHorn, Co-Chair (330-492-0622)
Andrew Sarachman, Co-Chair (330-492-0757)

For more
information about
the Winterfest,
please call
330.492.0622
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Small but Mighty
Please prayerfully consider giving your time and attention by being a teacher for our K/1st grade class for
our parish school of religion. We need help January
7th - March. Classes meet regularly on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:45am. This is a great opportunity
for a teen and parent, those preparing for marriage (or
newly married), or even grandparents that live farther
away from grandchildren to grow in their faith together as they work with the children. Call Elise Schafer at
the parish office 330-492-0757 or email at
eschafer@christtheservantparish.org to volunteer or learn
more.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE
MEN'S CLUB EVENTS

January 7, 2018

General Parish and School
Activities 50/50
Every Monday a winner
will be drawn the winner will be posted in the
following weeks bulletin.
Put a dollar in the envelope to participate. The
envelopes are found in
your
Stewardship Packets.
12/10/2017 #21320 was drawn but did not play and would have
won $243.00
Updates will be published next bulletin

January 27th: Stag Fish Fry
February 10th: Valentine's Dance

Watch for further details in the weeks to
follow.
Christ the Servant Parish Stewardship
will be published next week due to the
holidays
The Star movie
a Family Discussion Guide for the movie is available
by contacting Andrew
Sarachman at the parish office 330.492.0757 or
acsarahman@christtheservantparish.org

Sponsor for week: Lucca downtown
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Catholic Social Teaching and Migration
By Fr. Fred Kammer, S.J.
From Education for Justice, a Project of the center of Concern
The rights of migrants (refugees, immigrants, asylum seekers, migrant workers, and internally displaced persons- IDPs) begin with
the foundation of Catholic social teaching, namely, the dignity and
sanctity of the human person. The right to life and the conditions
worthy of life- when threatened by poverty, injustice, religious intolerance, armed conflict, and other root causes- give rise to the
right to migrate.
As Pope John XXIII explained: Every human being has the right to
freedom of movement and of residence within the confines of his
own country; and, when there are just reasons for it, the right to
emigrate to other countries and take up residence there. The fact
that one is a citizen of a particular state does not detract in any
way from his membership in the human family as a whole, nor from
his citizenship in the world community.
This is a right to both emigrate from one’s own country and immi-

universe made all good things primarily for the good of all.”
The U.S. and Mexican bishops note that individual rights and state
responsibility for the common good are complementary.
While the sovereign state may impose reasonable limits on immigration, the common good is not served when the basic human
rights of the individual are violated. In the current condition of the
world, in which global poverty and persecution are rampant, the
resumption is that persons must migrate in order to support and
protect themselves and that nations who are able to receive them
should do so whenever possible.
In 2000, the U.S. bishops, reflecting on the tension between border
control and the individual right to fundamental dignity, declared the
latter to “give rise to a more compelling claim to the conditions
worthy of human life.”
Fourth, refugees and asylum seekers should be afforded protection. Those who flee wars and persecution have a greater claim for
protection from the global community. As the U.S. and Mexican
bishops urged, “This requires, at a minimum, that migrants have a
right to claim refugee status without incarceration and to have their
grate into another country.
claims fully considered by a competent authority.”
In 2003, the bishops of the United States and Mexico named five
Fifth, the human dignity and human rights of undocumented
principles that have emerged from the “rich tradition of church
migrants should be respected. As the bishops note, “regardless of
teachings with regard to migration:”
their legal status, migrants, like all persons, possess inherent dignity
First, persons have a right to find opportunities in their own
that should be respected.”This applies to punitive laws, enforcehomeland. This principle reflects the responsibilities of all citizens ment practices, detention conditions, abuse and neglect, and poliand governments for the common good, creating the political, eco- cies that tear families apart.
nomic, and social conditions for persons to live in dignity, raise
Even undocumented workers, often subject to inadequate wages
their families, use their God-given gifts, and find employment that and demeaning conditions in a shadow economy, are entitled to
provides a living wage: a fundamental principle of CST dating back basic human rights in terms of wages and working conditions, Imto the 19th century. Wealthy and powerful nations are obliged to
migrant workers, even ones without documents, do not lose their
assist less developed nations in creating the conditions for people to status as human persons made in God’s image. Demeaning wages,
live dignified lives.
inhuman conditions, and the denial of workers’ natural rights asSecond, persons have the right to migrate to support themselves sault the dignity and sanctity of the human person.
and their families. Pope Pius XII declared in 1952 that both natural law and devotion to humanity required that international migration be opened to people forced from their countries by revolutions,
unemployment, or hunger. He explained, “for the Creator of the

Liturgy
“As Servants of Christ, through the various Liturgical Ministries, we offer our gifts to one
another with the mutual kindness and respect, providing and enhancing opportunities for prayerful worship and
celebration.” Liturgy Pastoral Secretary: Chris Thomas cftthomas1@att.net or Mike Reed mreed
@christtheservantparish.org
Mass Intentions
Tuesday January 9
9:00 AM Glenn Fete & Barbara Craddock by Margaret
Fete
Wednesday January 10
9:00 AM Faculty, Staff, and Students of OLOP
Thursday January 11
9:00 AM Pat Gannon by Family
Friday January 12
9:00 AM Living and Deceased Members of Christ the
Servant Parish

Saturday January 13
4:30 PM Mary Miday by Stephen Miday
Sunday January 7
9:00 AM Nancy Leasure by Schafer Family
11:00AM Deceased Members of Scavelli & Moreno Families by Flo & Ed Meyer
6:30PM Living and Deceased Members of Christ the
Servant Parish

