BE THE MISSION
This theme continues in our efforts to continually define our life as a parish community here at Christ
the Servant. Enabling Christ to have a body in our acre of God’s world that we call Christ the Servant
Parish- is a continuing challenge. Yes, it challenges the core of who we are becoming as disciples, and
who claim to follow the one called Jesus. The words of Francis that follow remind us that our mission
continues to call us toward the renewal and on-going formation of our lives; body, mind and spirit.
“The word of God constantly shows us how God challenges those who believe in him “to go forth”....
The Church which “goes forth” is a community of missionary disciples who take the first step, who are
involved and supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice. An evangelizing community knows that the Lord has
taken the initiative, that he has loved us first (cf. 1 Jn 4:19), and therefore we can move forward, boldly take
the initiative, go out to others, seek those who have fallen away, stand at the crossroads and welcome the
outcast. Such a community has an endless desire to show mercy, the fruit of its own experience of the power
of the Father’s infinite mercy.
Let us try a little harder to take the first step and to become involved. Jesus washed the feet of his
disciples. The Lord gets involved and he involves his own, as he kneels to wash their feet. He tells his
disciples: “You will be blessed if you do this” (Jn 13:17). An evangelizing community gets involved by word
and deed in people’s daily lives; it bridges distances, it is willing to abase itself if necessary, and it embraces
human life, touching the suffering flesh of Christ in others. Evangelizers thus take on the “smell of the
sheep” and the sheep are willing to hear their voice. An evangelizing community is also supportive,
standing by people at every step of the way, no matter how difficult or lengthy this may prove to be. It is
familiar with patient expectation and apostolic endurance. Evangelization consists mostly of patience and
disregard for constraints of time. Faithful to the Lord’s gift, it also bears fruit. An evangelizing community
is always concerned with fruit, because the Lord wants her to be fruitful. It cares for the grain and does not
grow impatient at the weeds. The sower, when he sees weeds sprouting among the grain, does not grumble
or overreact.
He or she finds a way to let the word take flesh in a particular situation and bear fruits of new life, however
imperfect or incomplete these may appear. The disciple is ready to put his or her whole life on the line, even
to accepting martyrdom, in bearing witness to Jesus Christ, yet the goal is not to make enemies but to see
God’s word accepted and its capacity for liberation and renewal revealed. Finally an evangelizing community is filled with joy; it knows how to rejoice always. It celebrates every small victory, every step forward in
the work of evangelization. Evangelization with joy becomes beauty in the liturgy, as part of our daily
concern to spread goodness. The Church evangelizes and is herself evangelized through the beauty of the
liturgy, which is both a celebration of the task of evangelization and the source of her renewed self-giving.
I hope that all communities will devote the necessary effort to advancing along the path of a
pastoral and missionary conversion which cannot leave things as they presently are. “Mere administration”

can no longer be enough. Throughout the world, let us be “permanently in a state of mission”....

I dream of a “missionary option” – that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so
that the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be
suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her [own] self-preservation. The
renewal of structures demanded by pastoral conversion can only be understood in this light: as part of an
effort to make them more mission-oriented, to make ordinary pastoral activity on every level more inclusive and open, to

inspire in pastoral workers a constant desire to go forth and in this way to elicit a posi-

tive response from all those whom Jesus summons to friendship with himself.” –Francis, Bishop of Rome
So I ask the following questions: Do you consider yourself as a member of Christ the Servant Parish as a
contemporary missionary in Canton, Ohio: Have you reached out to your neighbor as neighbor ? Have
you thought of someone in your neighborhood or family who is unchurched or alienated from the
Church – have you invited them to “come and see”? Do you pray each day that Christ the Servant –
Christ’s Body - can welcome the forgotten Christ who lives among us ? LGaetano

