Our Holy Father spoke of the purpose of the Synod, emphasizing eight areas that
he believed the Synod was about. Francis said within the context of his entire talk:
It was about ur ging ever yone to appreciate the impor tance of the institution of
the family and of marriage between a man and a woman, based on unity and
indissolubility, and valuing it as the fundamental basis of society and human life.
It was about listening to and making hear d the voices of the families and the
Church’s pastors, who came to Rome bearing on their shoulders the burdens and
the hopes, the riches and the challenges of families throughout the world.
It was about showing the vitality of the Catholic Church, which is not afr aid
to stir dulled consciences or to soil her hands with lively and frank discussions
about the family.
It was about trying to view and interpret realities, today’s realities, through God’s
eyes, so as to kindle the flame of faith and enlighten people’s hearts in times
marked by discouragement, social, economic and moral crisis, and growing
pessimism.
It was about bear ing witness to ever yone that, for the Church, the Gospel
continues to be a vital source of eternal newness, against all those who would
“indoctrinate” it in dead stones to be hurled at others.
It was also about laying closed hear ts, which bare the closed hear ts which
frequently hide even behind the Church’s teachings or good intentions, in order to
sit in the chair of Moses and judge, sometimes with superiority and superficiality,
difficult cases and wounded families.
It was about making clear that the Church is a Chur ch of the poor in spir it
and of sinners seeking forgiveness, not simply of the righteous and the holy, but
rather of those who are righteous and holy precisely when they feel themselves
poor sinners.
It was about tr ying to open up broader hor izons, r ising above conspir acy
theories and blinkered viewpoints, so as to defend and spread the freedom of the
children of God, and to transmit the beauty of Christian Newness, at times
encrusted in a language which is archaic or simply incomprehensible.

