
Holy Cross Academy - Our Lady of Peace Campus 
 
 
As Pastor of Christ the Servant and as President of Holy Cross Academy, I want to assure our parishioners and our 
parents that our commitment to Catholic education will continue, especially for Our Lady of Peace as it transitions 
into a Pre-K through 5 campus community.  During these past four years we have as a community continued to 
build on the inheritance that has been handed on to us, sharing in the educational mission of Christ the Servant.   
 
The Our Lady of Peace Campus, on the grounds of Christ the Servant - includes the rich traditions and legacy of 
both Our Lady of Peace and St. Paul’s.  We together possess a proud history.  This history was built by a hard-
working people, representing a spectrum of blue-collar and professionals, ethnically and racially diverse peoples, 
rich and poor.  Our community truly represents a kaleidoscope of struggle and success.    
 
As we reach another chapter in our history, I believe this transition will provide for the continuing achievement in 
academic excellence and for the spiritual and religious formation of our children.  We are fortunate as a Catholic 
learning community in serving a diverse population - reflecting the founding roots of those that now follow Christ 
the Servant.  
 
Our Lady of Peace Campus is positioned for the challenges of 21st Century learning in being able to offer students 
the differentiation needed for data driven achievement.  The needs of technology have been addressed in a proac-
tive and aggressive fashion, planning to equip every classroom with a bank of computers.  Every child entering 
our school will have an iPad to facilitate those critical educational methodologies needed for today's students.  
 
The leadership of our campus is focused to ensure the vertical acceleration of every child in achieving and exceed-
ing national grade level standards. In providing a rigorous education in the disciplines of science, math, language 
arts, and the visual and performing arts, we will prepare our students well for the next level in their educational 
experience.  
 
Change is difficult for anyone. 
But we are called to change; because what we have been doing hasn’t been working as well as it should, especially 
in reference Catholic school enrollment across the board.  In the last 15 years we have lost 50% of our Catholic 
school enrollment, here in Stark County.  I always like the definition of insanity as doing the same thing over and 
over, and expecting different results.  We need to do things differently and address the needs of a 21st Century 
paradigm in Catholic education, enabling different results that directly benefit our young people.   
 
As I have stated before, there is no perfect plan, but I do believe that the approved plan for Transitioning for 
Growth, will allow us to address the needs of our children – and Catholic education is about the total education 
and formation of our kids.   
 
I believe our Catholic faith and teachings provide a compelling moral vision for our children that is intentionally 
and faithfully Catholic, while being ecumenically sound in our diversity.  Together we will continue 'growing kids' 
that will walk into the future with faith in God, confident in themselves and their abilities, and recognizing the 
dignity and respect of all.   
 
Msgr. Lew Gaetano 
 


