
 

 

The following is a summary of the apostolic exhortation Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) on love in the family as provided 
from the Vatican on April 8, 2016. Over the coming weeks we continue to present the summary.  Today we continue with 
Chapter Eight  
 
Chapter eight: “Guiding, discerning and integrating weakness” (291-312) 
The eighth chapter is an invitation to mercy and pastoral discernment in 
situations that do not fully match what the Lord proposes. The Pope uses 
three very important verbs: guiding, discerning and integrating, which are 
fundamental in addressing fragile, complex or irregular situations. The 
chapter has sections on the need for gradualness in pastoral care; the im-
portance of discernment; norms and mitigating circumstances in pastoral 
discernment; and finally what the Pope calls the “logic of pastoral mercy”.  

Chapter eight is very sensitive. In reading it one must remember that “the 
Church’s task is often like that of a field hospital” (AL 291). Here the Holy 
Father grapples with the findings of the Synods on controversial issues. He reaffirms what Christian marriage is and adds 
that “some forms of union radically contradict this ideal, while others realize it in at least a partial and analogous way”. The 
Church therefore “does not disregard the constructive elements in those situations which do not yet or no longer correspond 
to her teaching on marriage” (AL 292).                                                                                                                                                                          
As far as discernment with regard to “irregular” situations is concerned, the Pope states: “There is a need ‘to avoid judge-
ments which do not take into account the complexity of various situations’ and ‘to be attentive, by necessity, to how people 
experience distress because of their condition’” (AL 296). And he continues: “It is a matter of reaching out to everyone, of 
needing to help each person find his or her proper way of participating in the ecclesial community, and thus to experience 
being touched by an ‘unmerited, unconditional and gratuitous’ mercy” (AL 297). And further: “The divorced who have en-
tered a new union, for example, can find themselves in a variety of situations, which should not be pigeonholed or fit into 
overly rigid classifications leaving no room for a suitable personal and pastoral discernment” (AL 298).                                
In this line, gathering the observations of many Synod Fathers, the Pope states that “the baptized who are divorced and civil-
ly remarried need to be more fully integrated into Christian communities in the variety of ways possible, while avoiding any 
occasion of scandal”. “Their participation can be expressed in different ecclesial services… Such persons need to feel not as 
excommunicated members of the Church, but instead as living members, able to live and grow in the Church… This integra-
tion is also needed in the care and Christian upbringing of their children” (AL 299).                                                                
In a more general vein, the Pope makes an extremely important statement for understanding the orientation and meaning of 
the Exhortation: “If we consider the immense variety of concrete situations, … it is understandable that neither the Synod 
nor this Exhortation could be expected to provide a new set of general rules, canonical in nature and applicable to all cases. 
What is needed is simply a renewed encouragement to undertake a responsible personal and pastoral discernment of particu-
lar cases, one which would recognize that, since ‘the degree of responsibility is not equal in all cases’, the consequences or 
effects of a rule need not necessarily always be the same” (AL 300). The Pope develops in depth the needs and characteris-
tics of the journey of accompaniment and discernment necessary for profound dialogue between the faithful and their pas-
tors.                                                                                                                                                                                            
For this purpose the Holy Father recalls the Church’s reflection on “mitigating factors and situations” regarding the attribu-
tion of responsibility and accountability for actions; and relying on St. Thomas Aquinas, he focuses on the relationship be-
tween rules and discernment by stating: “It is true that general rules set forth a good which can never be disregarded or ne-
glected, but in their formulation they cannot provide absolutely for all particular situations. At the same time, it must be said 
that, precisely for that reason, what is part of a practical discernment in particular circumstances cannot be elevated to the 
level of a rule” (AL 304).                                                                                                                                                          
The last section of the chapter treats “The logic of pastoral mercy”. To avoid misunderstandings, 6 Pope Francis strongly 
reiterates: “To show understanding in the face of exceptional situations never implies dimming the light of the fuller ideal, or 
proposing less than what Jesus offers to the human being. Today, more important than the pastoral care of failures is the pas-
toral effort to strengthen marriages and thus to prevent their breakdown” (AL 307).                                                              
The overall sense of the chapter and of the spirit that Pope Francis wishes to impart to the pastoral work of the Church is 
well summed up in the closing words: “I encourage the faithful who find themselves in complicated situations to speak con-
fidently with their pastors or with other lay people whose lives are committed to the Lord. They may not always encounter in 
them a confirmation of their own ideas or desires, but they will surely receive some light to help them better understand their 
situation and discover a path to personal growth. I also encourage the Church’s pastors to listen to them with sensitivity and 
serenity, with a sincere desire to understand their plight and their point of view, in order to help them live better lives and to 
recognize their proper place in the Church.” (AL 312).                                                                                                             
On the “logic of pastoral mercy”, Pope Francis emphasizes: “At times we find it hard to make room for God’s unconditional 
love in our pastoral activity. We put so many conditions on mercy that we empty it of its concrete meaning and real signifi-
cance. That is the worst way of watering down the Gospel” (AL 311).  
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Christ The Servant Parish       Canton, OH 

Social Concerns 
“As servants of Christ, we will strive to be the presence of Christ to our parish and the wider 
community, providing counsel, assistance, and hope as we live the Gospel of God through our 
practice of the Corporal Works of Mercy.  We offer our gifts with kindness and respect, en-
hancing opportunities for fellowship and mutual support, led by Christ’s example of hospitality, 
diversity and inclusiveness.” 

 
Social Concerns Pastoral Secretary: John Cihon jcihon@mpwservices.com 

Christ the Servant Community Council  
“The mission of the Community Council is to empower and enable parishioners to discern and respond to their 

baptismal call by serving, collaborating , and  mutually supporting those ministries already occurring, to           
encourage new ministries to form, and to ensure the communication necessary for a shared vision and               

responsibility in serving the physical, spiritual, social, and educational needs of parishioners and members of our 
neighborhood community.”  

 

Our food drive had another successful week. We collected 355 lbs. of food and 37 lbs. of clothes for a total of 392 lbs. Just 
shy of our 400lb. goal. So great job! Thank you all for such great dedication and support! 

This week the Liturgy Ministry, which serves our parish is featuring the music ministry.  Prayerfully consider if God is    
calling you to serve our people.  
 
Hello Fellow Mass-goers and worshippers! Here in music ministry, we are striving to create an enjoyable, faith-filled        
liturgical experience in which all feel welcome to participate in song and prayer! We think worship can be and should be fun 
and reverent simultaneously.  We thank you for being involved in song with us! If you are interested in coming up on this 
not-so –scary platform with us as a vocalist or instrumentalist, please contact me by calling, texting, emailing or just by com-
ing up and introducing yourself. I would love to give you opportunities to use your talents! Thank you, and God Bless!!! 
- Mary Modena 330.284.1302 or marymodena@walsh.edu 
   
 

Danny Bossart will be stepping down as 
business manager as of June 30, 2016, in 
conclusion of the fiscal year. 
We all certainly thank Danny for          
fulfilling this important salaried position 
over these past years. He has done a      
remarkable job during this time. Our 
prayer is with Danny as he moves           
forward and we begin our search for a 
new business manager.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Msgr. Lew 



 

 

 
Mass Intentions 

Tuesday July 5 
9:00 a.m. August & Bertha Liermann by Mary Cuenot & 
Michelle Churchill 
 
Wednesday July 6 
9:00 a.m. Living and Deceased Members of Christ the 
Servant Parish 
 
 Thursday  July 7 
9:00 a.m. Mary Jane Campbell by Marlene Schmitt 
 
Friday July 8 
9:00 a.m. James Casper  by Jean Casper & Daughters 
 
Saturday July 9 
4:30 p.m. Donald Stambaugh by Family 
 
 

 
 
Sunday July 10 
9:00 a.m. Vincent & Frances Pellegrini by Luisa Ruth 
11:00 a.m. Rose DiCato by Anna Marie & Dale Wilson 
                   Laraine Long by Steve & Cheryl Lasick 
6:30 p.m. Robert Sirpilla by Mike & Marie Hoeprick 
 
                 

Readings  
First Reading: IS 66:10-14C 
Second Reading: GAL 6: 14-18 
Gospel:  LK 10:1-12, 17-20 

Sunday Rosary 
Please join us every Sunday at 8:00 a.m.  
to pray the  
rosary. 

 

Liturgy 
“As Servants of Christ, through the various Liturgical Ministries, we offer our gifts to one    
another with the mutual kindness and respect, providing and enhancing opportunities for    
prayerful worship and celebration.” 
 

Liturgy Pastoral Secretary: Chr is Thomas cftthomas1@att.net  
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Extra Ordinary Eucharistic Minister 
Meeting 
There will be a short meeting for all        
Eucharistic ministers and all those who are 
interested in becoming a Eucharistic       
minister. Two available times for you to  
attend. Saturday July 9, following the 4:30 
pm Mass and Sunday July 10, at 10:20am. 
Both meetings will be held in Rm 14 
(computer lab) of the school on the second 
floor.   
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Child Protection classes 
 
August 26th at St. Philip and James from 9-11 AM and 5-7 
PM  
 
 
 
 

Education 
“As servants of Christ, our mission is for the educational outreach of all through the 
development of mind, body and spirit.  Our ministry embraces the comprehensive ed-
ucation and formation of  children, youth, and adults within our parish , including 
those  most underserved within our neighboring community.”  
Education Pastoral Secretary: Jean DeFazio  jdefazio@walsh.edu 

PENNY DRIVE 
FUNDRAISER BENEFITING THE STUDENTS OF OUR LADY OF PEACE SCHOOL 
 
COLLECTING SPARE CHANGE AND ANY OTHER DONATIONS UNTIL THE FEAST OF 
THE ASSUMPTION (Aug. 15th) 
 
ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TOWARDS SCHOOL SUPPLIES FOR THE STUDENTS OF 
OLOP  

DONATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED IN THE FRONT OF CHURCH.. 
 

Bible School meeting for all volunteers on Wednesday, 
July 13th at 7 PM in Room 7.  If you can volunteer, 
please plan to attend.  If you cannot attend, but would 
like to help, please email mlynn.adamski@gmail.com.   

Come join us  
Vacation Bible School 
6-8:30 PM 
July 25-29, 2016 
Seton Hall 
Christ the Servant Parish 
833 39th Street NW 
Canton, Ohio  
 
 
Register by Monday, July 18, 2016   
Preschool - entering 5th Grade 
Cost: $5.00 donation 
Light supper included. 
 
 
Registration forms are available in the 
back of Church and at the Parish Office.  
For more information call (330)492-0757. 
 

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                                   July 3, 2016 

mailto:mlynn.adamski@gmail.com


 

 

General Parish and School   
Activities 50/50 

Every Monday a winner will be 
drawn the winner will be posted in 
the following weeks bulletin.  
 
Put a dollar in the envelope to  par-
ticipate. The envelopes are found in your  
Stewardship  Packets. 
 
-6/19/2016 #261 was drawn and did not play and 
would have won $110.00 
 

Sponsor for the Week 
Walsh University 

Parish Life 
Parish Life Pastoral Area Mission Statement 
As servants of Christ, through the various Parish Life ministries, we offer our gifts to one an-

other with mutual kindness and respect, providing and enhancing diverse opportunities for fel-
lowship, mutual support and ministry to our Parish community, led by Christ’s example of hos-
pitality and inclusiveness.” 

Parish Life Pastoral Secretary: Lynne Dragomier ldragom1@kent.edu 

 
Christ the Servant Parish Stewardship 

6/25/2016 & 6/26/2016 $11,268.00 

Natural Family Plan-
ning (NFP).  Learn NFP at home 
and at your own pace with 
the Home Study Coursefrom NFP 
Internation-
al, www.nfpandmore.org.  Includes 
Ecological Breastfeeding (it real-
ly can space babies), a double-check 
system of fertility awareness, and 
Catholic teaching that’s easy to un-
derstand.  Work with a live instruc-
tor by email.  Completion certificate.  Only $70. We are 
listed at the U.S Bishops' website under NFP long distance learn-
ing:  http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-
family/natural-family-planning/nfp-distance-learning.cfm 
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Please Pray for Those Suffering in the Aftermath of      
Abortion Inspired by Pope Francis, who has declared 2016 
to be a Jubilee Year of Mercy, let us pray for those suffer-
ing in the aftermath of abortion and for Project Rachel: the 
Church’s ministry to those who have been involved in abor-
tion. May this be a time of healing and reconciliation for 
many. For more information contact 
dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org or call 330-744-8451.  

Benefit for Nuns at Sancta Clara Monastery 
The Annual Benefit for the Nuns at Sancta Clara Monastery will be held 
at the St. George’s Romanian Church’s air conditioned Hall, 1121-44th 
Street NE, Canton OH, 44714, Saturday July 23rd 2016. You will enjoy a 
luncheon, an afternoon of visiting and card playing, browsing through ta-
bles of fresh baked goods, unique items for raffle and religious cards 
made by Sisters. Admission Tickets are only $10.00. 
 
Come, bring a friend and get ready for some good surprises! 
Doors open from 11am to 3pm. Luncheon at Noon.  

http://www.nfpandmore.org/
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/natural-family-planning/nfp-distance-learning.cfm
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Homebound Eucharistic Ministry 
The parish is in need of Eucharistic Ministers who are willing 
to take the Eucharist to the homebound. If you would like to 
become a volunteer to visit our parish nursing homes 
Bethany, Stone Crossing and Canton Christian Home)   or the 
hospitals, please call the parish office at 330.492.0757 or 
Rosemarie 330.492.0716.  
 If  you are or know of someone who is homebound , 
hospitalized or in a nursing home and would like someone to 
bring the Eucharist or visit with once in a while, please call 
330-492-0757.   
 

Hospital and  Prolonged Illness Prayer List 

Our Hospital and Prolonged Illness List is extremely      
important, however , as it grows we must at times renew 
and update the list.  We have removed  most names in    
order to update our list at this time.  If there is someone 
who has been removed or someone you would like added, 
we ask that you would call the parish office or email us:  
ChristtheServantParish@gmail.com.   Thank you.  

Josephine Cobett 
Emil Soehnlen 
Ann Sibilia 
Jim Vertolli 
Cheryl Schott 
Molly Samsa 
Daniel Phillips 
Finlay B.  
Baby Nora Arick 
Baby Nathan Impagliozza 
Arthur Conn Sr. 
Andrew Eberhardt 
Ray Gooding  
Shelly & Nicole Blankenship 
Barb Fausnight 
Brenda Meyers 
Linda Drescher 
Mary Nicodemo 
Rosie Frustaci 
Joseph White 
Chuck & Pat Muzi 
Lucille Wilson 
Marlene Ceroli 

Charles & Mary Marchino 
Mary Castellaneta 
Marty Harris 
Maryna Steiner 
Charlene Watson 
Peg Sigler 
John Mazzarella 
Elizabeth Schen 
Jim Grywalski 
Judy Fischel 
Carmela Morris 
Rose Reeda 
Cindy Zurbrugg-Heighway 
Kathy Mullen 
Jo Knight-Moore 
Michael Panella 
Emil DeSantis 
Margaret Trikilas 
Beau Taylor 
Jennifer Salters 
Vickie Truman 
 

Email Prayer Chain 

Our parish has an email prayer chain. The emails will be sent 
to those who sign up, periodically. If  
interested in receiving these emails, 
sign up at  christtheservanpar-
ish@gmail.com or call the parish office 
at 330-492-0757.  

Parish Events for the Week Ahead 

 

Sunday July 3 

New Beginners Alcoholic Anonymous 
meeting in the Gathering Room  7:00-
8:00pm 

 

Monday July 4 

Parish Men’s Basketball 7:00-9:00pm 
in the gym 

 

Faith & Family Festival – The Largest Gathering of 
Catholic Families in Our Diocese  A day of fun and    
fulfillment for families and friends will be held on Sunday, 
July 10, 2016, from 11:00 am to 6:00 pm at Hoover Park 
across from Walsh University (2020 E. Maple St., North 
Canton and it’s FREE! Featuring the Most Reverend     
Bishop George V. Murry, SJ, Bishop of Youngstown and 
participant in the 2015 Synod on the Family. New format: 
All day Kids Activities, Praise & Worship Bands, and af-
fordable Food Stations, plus Eucharistic Adoration, Confes-
sion, and Mass with Bishop Murry. Sponsored by the Office 
of Pro-Life, Marriage, and Family Life of the Catholic Dio-
cese of Youngstown. For more information contact 330-744
-8451 ext. 272 or dschmidt@youngstowndiocese.org. 
 

Faith and Family Festival -- Supplies Needed for Chil-
dren’s Activities 
The annual Faith & Family Festival is the largest gath-
ering of Catholic Families in the Diocese of Youngs-
town and this year will be held on Sunday, July 10 at 
Hoover Park across from Walsh University, North Can-
ton. Donations of supplies for children’s activities are 
needed.  Please contact Pam Kelley at 330-605-6366 
or pjkelley8@gmail.com if you can help out with any 
of the following: Paint, PVC pipes, metal pipes/bars, 
sandpaper, bags of sand, cardboard boxes and stor-
age containers of all sizes, craft supplies of any kind, 
saint medals, dress up items, carpet scraps, duct tape, 
tarps, pots and pan lids, xylophones, wind chimes, 
buckets, key rings, rope, string, large banner, mark-
ers, pencils, crayons, cardstock, buttons, ribbon, pipe 
cleaners, glue, stickers, fur and felt scraps, bubble 
wrap, pool noodles of varying sizes, sand and water 
toys, big toy trucks, bean bags, footballs, baseballs, 
kickballs, legos, bubble stuff, hula hoops, safety 
cones, tent stakes, and sand and water table. 
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